The important question of the milk supply has for some years had special attention paid to it at St. Thomas's Hospital, and as we were the first?perhaps, as yet, the only?English hospital, to adopt the Potts Pasteuriser, it is thought that some account of our methods may be of interest. The special importance of the milk question to us may be gathered from the fact that we use over 1,100 gallons per week, and it is to be remembered that the major portion of this large quantity is consumed by those patients who are in the gravest condition, namely those on fever diet.
For a satisfactory milk supply it is necessary to secure:?
1. That the milk delivered shall be genuine and free from adulteration.
2. That it shall be free from infection. The combination of a heater and cooler in one is very convenient, and from the beginning to the end of the process the milk is unexposed to the air. The milk seems to be improved by the treatment; and in summer weather it is very delicious to drink milk at this unusually cool temperature. The process is very essential for keeping milk. One summer 65 observations of sterilised and unsterilised milk
Were made during a month of hot weather. The sterilised ^ilk was always found to be sweet 16 hours after delivery, whereas the unsterilised |was found to be sour on 26
occasions.
